
MINUTES: SPLD Test Evaluation Committee (STEC)    
 
Date and time  Wednesday 29th August 2007 at 2pm 
 
Place    7 Woburn Walk, London WC1H OJJ 
 
Present David McLoughlin (DM) (Chair),Janet Kruger (JK), 

Geraldine Price (GAP), Janet Skinner (JS) 
      
Apologies   Chris Singleton (CS) 
 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting 
The minutes were agreed as a true record of the previous meeting. 
 
2.  Matters arising 

• JS had made changes to the Terms of Reference which were agreed by the 
committee. 

• GAP had contacted the SpLD Assessment Standing Committee (SASC) to 
discuss whether it was necessary to have an Operating Statement as well as 
Terms of Reference.  It was agreed that Terms of Reference would be 
sufficient. 

• DM will contact Lynn Greenwold to discuss funding for STEC as a sub-
committee of SASC.  

• GAP had contacted Sandra Hargreaves to ask her to be an additional 
specialist teacher member of the committee.  Sandra had agreed but was 
unable to make this meeting.  DM had not yet been able to recruit another 
psychologist. 

• JK had made agreed changes on the test list. 
• DM had contacted the British Psychological Society (BPS) to see what 

guidelines were available for assessors on the BPS website. As no guidelines 
are currently available, he proposed to write a short article and to send the 
revised list to the BPS. 

• The committee agreed that the issue of visual stress which was discussed 
under ‘Any other business’ should be taken forward as an agenda item to the 
SASC committee. 

Action:  
• JS to send Terms of Reference to Lynn Greenwold to publish on the SASC 

website 
• GAP to contact SASC to ask that the issue of visual stress and assessment 

be  added as an agenda item at the next meeting. 
 
3. Discussion of test list revisions 

There was a discussion about the test list revisions made by JK and several 
editorial changes were suggested.  An additional test was examined and added to 
the list: Berry-Buktenica Development Test of Visual Motor Integration. 
It was agreed that JK would make the additional changes and circulate the list to 
the committee for approval before sending to Lynn Greenwold by 21st September 
to be published on the Patoss website and for SASC to circulate to LA officers.  

 



Action:  
• JK to send the corrected list to SASC 
• DM to send the list to BPS 
• JS to send the list to the Association for Dyslexia Specialists in HE (ADSHE) 

for publication on the website.  
• GAP to contact Lynn Greenwold to let her know that it was anticipated that 

the list would be ready by 21st September. 
 
4. Dyspraxia 

Further to the previous meeting, there was a discussion about the diagnosis of 
dyspraxia.  It was felt that there was some confusion about the diagnosis of 
dyspraxia in HE, particularly with regard to the overlap between dyslexia and 
whether dyspraxia is primarily a learning difficulty or a physical disability. It was 
also felt that clarification was needed as to who was qualified to offer a diagnosis 
of dyspraxia.  It was felt that it was more appropriate for dyslexia specialists to 
look at dyspraxia as a specific learning difficulty in the first instance and to refer 
adults to suitable professionals to look at the medical aspects if appropriate.  

Action:  
• GAP to contact SASC to ask that assessment of dyspraxia be put on the 

agenda for a future meeting. 
 
Any other business 

• GAP informed the committee that she had been asked by SASC that STEC 
make a policy statement for LAs to inform them that it was acceptable to 
accept diagnostic assessments using the WRAT4 test prior to its inclusion 
on the updated list. After discussion, it was felt that STEC was not set up 
to make policy statements and that it would be sufficient for the revised 
list to be made available to LAs.  As soon as the list is completed, it will be 
sent to SASC who could send it to LAs. 

 
6. Date of next meeting   

• Wednesday January 14th at 2pm. 
 


